
The paintings on show 
to the German press
Messina 15 May 1972 - Emma Hess
receives the visit of the German con-
sul Friedrich Löbau and a group of
German journalists. Invited by the
provincial tourism board, they are
given a preview showing of Christian
Hess' recently restored paintings.
This is the period in which the project
for the Rediscovery of Hess' works is
getting underway. Two years later the
traveling exhibition set out from
Palermo, crossed Italy and then ente-
red Austria before reaching its final
stage in Munich. The meeting provi-
ded a fruitful exchange of ideas bet-
ween the press and the artist's sister
as she explained her plans to restore
to German culture one of its leading
artists, whose early death at the age
of 48 followed an allied bombing raid
on Innsbruck. Emma told the journa-
lists of how, on the eve of Italy's entry
into the war, she received the
custody of her brother's paintings as
the artist left his voluntary exile in
Sicily and sought refuge in neutral
Switzerland. During the war many of
the paintings - almost  all of them
unframed - suffered various forms of
damage as they were moved - rolled
up in a series of wrappings - from
one air-raid shelter to another. The
restoration work had brought the
paintings back to their original glory. 

The photographs show some
moments from the visit by the
German journalists. These are follo-
wed by the signatures of those pre-
sent and a letter from the Palermo
Tourism Office agreeing to send on
the photos to the Italian Tourism
Board in Munich, which in turn would
forward them to the participants.  





German journalists at the preview showing




